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Bailments — A Commentary on the Law of Custody and Possession. 
By Wyatt Paine. London: Sweet & Maxwell, Limited. 1901. pp. lxxxvi, 
550. 8vo. 
If legal literature is not enriched by the addition of another book on bail- 
ments to the works of Story and Sir William Jones, the fault lies rather in the 
nature of the thing attempted than in the industry of the author. The impossi- 
bility of writing in one volume a satisfactory treatise on so comprehensive a 
subject is apparent. The book is necessarily little more than a bare statement 
of rules of law. Here and there the reader is refreshed by an expression of 
p rsonal views, as in the section on the responsibility of bankers for the safe 
custody of the valuables of their customers, pp. 19-23. But in general one 
must be content with quotations from decided cases and these occupy an un- 
fortunately large portion of the book. For the same reason many important 
questions which might well form the subject of chapters are either passed over 
with a word or omitted altogether : for example, the real nature of the bailor's 
right against the bailee in possession. Of those subjects, however, with which 
the work deals, the treatment is clear and generally accurate. Although Lord 
Holt's classification of bailments into six sorts is adopted and adhered to through- 
out, the arrangement is not always logical. The reader is at times confused by 
the treatment of topics under section headings with which they seem to have no 
connection. One wonders why matters of agency and the duties of lodging- 
house keepers should be dealt with in a section purporting to treat of attorn- 
ment. Again, the law governing trustees and executors, pp. 71-80, falls entirely 
without the jurisdiction of this subject and this is also true of much that is in- 
cluded in the sections on Hire of Work and Labour, pp. 155-180, Stoppage in 
Transitu, pp. 220-232, and Bills of Lading, pp. 361-384. The chief merit of 
the book lies in the liberal citation of authority, including the most recent deci- 
sions. The fact that approximately 2000 cases are cited and 200 statutes referred 
to, together with the admirable plan of first stating the common law and then the 
statutory modifications, assures for this work a useful future among English 
practitioners. Added value is given by an appendix containing a collection of 
Australasian and Indian cases and statutes with brief comments thereon. 



A Treatise on International Public Law. By Hannis Taylor. Chicago : 
Callaghan & Co. 1901. pp. lxxvi, 912. 8vo. 

Cromwell on Foreign Affairs, together with Four Essays on International 
Matters. By F. W. Payn. London : C J. Clay & Sons. 1901. pp. viii, 
167. 8vo. 



